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it so closely resembled. In 1810, at the urgent request of Murat, King
of Naples, a band of the " Grey Sisters " went to that city where they
were given charge of two hospitals. Mother Thouret, who accompanied
the seven Sister-pioneers of the new work, had at first much difficulty
to contend with owing to the laws of the Kingdom demanding that the
nuns should be under local Superiors and not a Superior-general. Mere
Thouret at length won her case, and the convents thus established flourished,
which cannot be said of the Kingdom of the ill-fated Joachim Murat!
In 1818, Pius VII approved the Institute of the " Grey Sisters," and
confirmed this by a Brief of I4th December the following year. This
Brief was in the sequel to be the cause of great difficulties which did much
to cloud the closing years of Mere Thouret. For the pontifical document
decided that the Congregation should bear the name of the " Congregation
of the Daughters of Charity under the protection of St Vincent of Paul,"
and that, moreover, the Archbishop of Besan?on should no longer be the
Superior-general, since the work in question was no longer confined to
one place, but was now spread over a number of different dioceses. The
Brief also modified several details of the primitive rule. Now, Mgr,
Cortois de Pressigny, the successor of Mgr. Le Coz at Besan^on, refused
to accept these changes. His Grace was a prelate somewhat of the old
Gallican school, and he argued, fairly enough it seems, that the recent
alterations in the Rule ought to have been at least submitted to him as
Superior-general. A lengthy and rather acrimonious correspondence on the
subject took place between the Archbishop and the Nuncio at Paris, and
the matter was still undecided at the time of his Grace's death, 2nd May,
1823. Mother Thouret, who had meantime been forbidden by the
aggrieved Archbishop to be received in the houses of her Congregation
in the Archdiocese, returned to Naples where she resumed her labours
among the poor and infirm. During the stormy days of the Revolution,
she had boldly refused to have anything to do with the schismatic clergy
of the " Civil Constitution,*' so ecclesiastical trouble even that of the very
modified kind arising out of the Brief of 1819, was not likely to disturb
her much!1 She died piously at Naples, 24th August, 1826, the happy
Spiritual Mother of many flourishing houses in various parts of Europe
and another glorious witness to the eternal truth that out of evil comes
forth good, and that Christ will rule in spite of His enemies! Mfere
Thouret was Beatified by Pope Pius XI, 23rd May, 1926.
1 Besancon seems to have been long a focus of Gallican sympathies. Archbishop Le Coz
(i 802-15), who approved the Rule of the " Grey Sisters," had been a " Constitutional bishop "
under the Revolution, and an opponent of the Concordat. His successor, Archbishop Cortoi*
de Pressigny (1815-23) seems to have been Gallican, as a sort of protest against" not being con-
sulted over the matter of the Rule." Cardinal Mathieu (1834-75) was one of the " opposi-
tion " at the Vatican Council, 1870.